
Letter from John A. Crutchfield to Mrs. L. M. Crutchfield describing Forrest's 1864 actions in 
Mississippi 

                  Camps near Oxford miss Sept 3/1864 

Dear Wife, 

 I avail myself of the current opportunity to write you a few lines which bears me well and 
I hope when this comes to hand will find you all enjoying the same blessing.  I have nothing new 
to write. The Yanks have all gone back to Memphis.  We have had two engagements with the 
enemy since I last wrote to you.  One battle 4 miles North of Oxford.  The engagement was from 
Right to the left and senter.  The attack was first from our right. Our boys drove them back. They 
then flanked to the left, drove on left back with conscripts of Mabry’s brigade, the yanks then 
commenced flanking the senter wich was ours. Brigade had breastworks to fight behind and took 
the enemy in check one hour and a half when we was ordered to fall back. Night ended anything 
more that day.  No logs in out redgment, the yanks fall back the next day to their former position 
which was at Alubinville (?) 12 miles North of Oxford. We then maneuvered for three days in 
front of the enemy.  The third day it rained all day, our regdt was on Picket, I was in the extreme 
right. Picking a rode just at night. We was relieved and ordered back to Oxford.  When we got to 
Oxford, we received orders that Gen. Forrest had taken over Brigade and Neely’s Brigade and 
was marching in the direction of Panola West course having Chalmers and the Kentucky brigade 
at oxford to watch the yanks.  We travelled three days and nights and two days and night it 
rained nearly all the time.  We got about three hours sleep in the three days and night or I should 
have said two days and about 4 o’clock in the morning of the third day, we drove the pickets in 
at Memphis and had a pretty sharpe fight there. I do not know the day of the month now though 
it was early on Sunday morning. We captured 250 prisoners, killed about the same.  Our loss 
about 12 men killed and 6 wounded.   One man wounded in our regiment.  And Forrest takin the 
Kentucky brigade with him in place of Mabry’s in place of Kelley’s.  We would have taken 
Memphis very easy from Neeley’s mountain fight.   

 All the boys are well.  Frank Fields wants you to tell his father that he is well.  I have a 
bad situation to write so I will s’lose.   

          Yours respectfully, 

          John A Crutchfield 

 

PS.  I expect to be at home if nothing turns up in two or three weeks.   John 

        


