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Introduction:
As Americans we recognize the 13 colonies as the origin of our country, however, as Tennesseans we seldom realize our roots began with the Watauga Settlement. By creating a (five-tab
foldable, brochure, or mini-book) students will record important terminology, examine primary
sources, and read, listen and speak about the effects of the American Revolution on the Watauga
Settlement.

Guiding Question(s):
1. Students will recall what they learned about the Watauga Settlement .

2. What were the events that led to the establishment of Tennessee’s first settlement?
3. Why would it be considered a threat for the Watauga Settlers to make their own government and establish their own rules?
4. Explain the importance of the Watauga Petitions.
5. Why did the settlers of Watauga need protection?
6. Who agreed to protect the Watauga settlers and why?
7. What was the main reason the American Colonies rebelled and fought for their independence in the American Revolution?

8. How did the Revolution affect the Watauga Settlement?

Learning Objectives: In the course of the lesson, students will
-Use TSLA primary sources, graphic organizers, and group activities to analyze and explain how
the American Revolution affected the Watauga Settlement.
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Curriculum Standards:
SS 5.30 Explain the significance of the Watauga Settlement on Tennessee history, including the following: Watauga Compact, Dragging Canoe, John Sevier, and Nancy Ward. (C, E, G, H, P, T)

Materials Needed:
•

Tennessee State Library and Archives Primary Sources page

•

Copy and print Watauga Images handout for direct teaching (linked later in the lesson plan)

•

Printed copies of the drawing, “Siege of Fort Watauga, July 20, 1776”, showing Catherine Sherrill scaling the fort wall.

•

Copies of the photo analysis sheet

•

Copies of an excerpt from the book The Wataugans: First “Free and Independent Community on the
Continent, and the chapter, “The Cherokee War and the End of an Era.”

•

Copy of the Watauga Association Bicentennial Medal

Background for Teachers:
“Watauga Association”
Author: W. Calvin Dickinson

Source Location: Tennessee Encyclopedia of History and Culture

Watauga Association
Author: Michael Toomey

Source Location: North Carolina History Project

Let Freedom Ring: The American War of Independence Online Collection
This collection highlights a time when the area that is now the state of Tennessee was land claimed by
North Carolina. White settlers and their African-American slaves moved into Upper East Tennessee in
the 1770s and established their own government, the Watauga Association. By so doing, these settlers
clearly defied British authority which had forbidden settlement west of the Appalachian Mountain chain
in the Proclamation of 1763. Fiercely independent, these Overmountain folk and their like-minded kin in
Southwest Virginia, Eastern Kentucky, and Western North and South Carolina, collectively referred to as
the Southern Backcountry, had little use for distant colonial governments dominated by the British or
wealthy planters.
*All articles can be used for follow-up student notes (Cornell, worksheets, guided notes, etc.) at teacher’s discretion.
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Lesson Activities: Introductory Activity
•

Ask students to restate the following learning objective for today from the board.

“We will continue learning about the Watauga Settlement and explain how The American Revolution affected the settlement including:
a. The Washington District

d. John Sevier

b. Cherokee War of 1776

e. Watauga Petitions

c. Nancy Ward
•

Ask students to link what they have learned this year about Watauga; Tennessee’s first settlement
and settlers to today’s learning objective. You may choose to hear from individual students as they
recall previous lessons on Watauga, students may respond on individual white boards or students
could discuss with shoulder partners.

•

Distribute paper and create a five tab foldable brochure or mini book titled “How Did the American
Revolution affect the Watauga Settlement?”

Instructions for mini book: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WSjyJo8h7qs
Instructions for foldable brochure: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7UZ6Iv8b_Y
•

Label the tabs individually:
1)The Washington District

4) John Sevier

2) Cherokee War of 1776

5) Watauga Petitions

3) Nancy Ward

•

Distribute copies of the Watauga images linked below to each student and ask the students to cut images, glue them on the appropriate flap on the foldable, and add text describing what they are.

•

Review/Discuss lesson terminology from the Guiding Questions section while students copy the descriptions under the correct flap of their Watauga foldable.
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Lesson Activities Continued: Activity 1
Watauga Images:
1. Tennessee (map)
2. Siege of Fort Watauga, July 20, 1776
3. Nancy Ward, Beloved Woman of the Cherokee
4.

John Sevier

5.

Watauga Association Petition to the North Carolina General Assembly

Lesson Activities Continued: Activity 2: Analyzing a drawing, “Siege of Fort Watauga,” with photo analysis worksheet.
•

Students will break into groups arranged by the teacher where all ability levels are represented
(heterogeneous grouping of students).

•

Distribute tent task cards (following this page) with group roles and allow each student to choose a role
for the learning group. Tent Task Cards are located below and can also be found here.

(Printing on card stock allows cards to be used over and over and helps insure the cards will stand up.)
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•

Students will evaluate a drawing entitled “Siege of Fort Watauga, July 20, 1776”, and use the photo
analysis worksheet to observe the image and discuss with group members key question that lead to
understanding.

•

The teacher draws attention to the fact that students are viewing a drawing not a photograph as
she/he moves about the classroom. The teacher will monitor the progress of each group, asking
probing questions to help students clarify their thinking.

•

When students complete the analysis of the drawing ask groups to present their conclusions to the
class.

•

Summarize the information presented from the various groups and then direct the discussion to the
question at the bottom of the handout. Ask students, “Where do you think we could find more information about the people or objects in the photo?”

•

Welcome student responses and build on their thinking. Present students with additional information from the sites listed under “Background Information.”
“Watauga Association”

and

Watauga Association

In conclusion to the lesson, students will add new information to their 5-tab foldable, brochure, or minibook.

Page 6 of 12

Lesson Activities Continued: Activity 3—Independent Assessment: Colonization and the Revolutionary War- Introduction to the Revolutionary War
Readworks.org Passage
Students will read the 4th grade reading passage above and answer the comprehension questions.
Teachers may use this as an independent assignment, additional small-group reading instruction or as
an assessment. If selected, teachers will need to create a free account with Read Works for access.

Extended Lesson:
Show students a copy of the Watauga Association Bicentennial Medal. Read Theodore Roosevelt’s quote,
“They were the first men of American birth to establish a free and independent community on the continent… they successfully solved the difficult problem of self-government.” Ask students to support with
evidence how this coin and the phrase on it connects to today’s lesson. Students can write their responses
on an index card as an exit ticket, share their ideas orally with the class or explain their answer to a partner.
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