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INTRODUCTION 
 
 The Tennessee Historical Society Civil War Collection (1860-1982) is centered largely around 
the Confederate States of America and various Confederate military units which participated in 
the American Civil War, 1861-1865.  This collection occupies 1.26 cubic feet of shelf space, and 
numbers approximately 400 items. 
     Single photocopies of unpublished writings in the Tennessee Historical Society Civil War 
Collection may be made for purposes of scholarly research. 
 
 



 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 
 The Tennessee Historical Society Civil War Collection, containing approximately 400 items, 
spans the period 1860-1982, although it is concentrated between the years 186l-1865.  The 
collection is composed of an account book, Confederate bonds and currency, certificates, Civil 
War documents, clippings, correspondence, printed materials, programs, biographical sketches, 
writings and several miscellaneous items. 
     The collection is largely centered around the Confederate States of America and various 
Confederate military units which participated in the American Civil War, 186l-1865 (see end of 
Register for an Index of military units and their container locations]. The Civil War documents 
include an officer's account book, accounts, claims, discharge certificates, passes, and registers 
and lists. 
     Over half of the collection is comprised of correspondence, the bulk of which was written 
during the Civil War.  Of particular interest are the letters of Confederate and Federal soldiers.  
Jacob Burnett of Ohio describes his soldiering experiences in Virginia in 186l-1862.  Later in the 
war he is hospitalized in Washington, D. C. and eventually transferred to an army hospital in 
West Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  His letters to his wife state the need for news from home; the 
scarcity of writing paper and tobacco; and the soldiers' affection for General George McClellan 
(1826-1885).  
     Thomas M. Durham, a Confederate soldier from Tennessee, describes his experiences as a 
prisoner-of-war while at Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Indiana and, later, at Camp Douglas, 
Chicago, Illinois.  His letters also repeat the requests for news from his wife as well as the need 
for tobacco. 
     Twenty two letters in the collection are from John W. Wade to his wife Kutha Jane Wade, 
while the  former is serving with the Army of Northern Virginia under General Thomas 
"Stonewall" Jackson (1824-1863).  His letters touch on such subjects as the inflated prices that 
speculators are charging soldiers for such scarce items as tobacco, coffee, writing paper, and 
dried fruit; the need to depend upon God; managing the family farm; hiring a substitute to take 
his place in the Confederate army; his health; sending money home; and the longing to return to 
his family. 
     Among the more prominent correspondents are Governor Isham Harris (1818-1897) of 
Tennessee, General Joseph Eggleston Johnston (l809-l89l) and Confederate Secretary of War 
LeRoy Pope Walker (1817-1884).       
     See the Tennessee State Library and Archives holdings for other Civil War collections.  
 
 



 

 CONTAINER LIST 
 
 
BOX NUMBER 1           
 
1.  Account books--Hardin, J. O., 186l-1865 
2.  Accounts--Bills, notes, receipts, 1866-1867 
3.  Address book--World War I veterans, n.d. 
4.  Announcements--Funeral, marriage, 1859-1886 
5.  Associations, institutions, etc.--United Daughters of the Confederacy--Application,   
          membership list, 1912 
6.  Bonds--Confederate States of America, 1862-1872 
7.  Cards--Membership--Society of the First Division 
8.  Certificates--Election--Road Overseer--J. F. Bush, 1889 
9.  Certificates--Teaching--T. D. Bill(?), 1889 
10. Certificates--Voters--Isham McGee, 1869 
11. Civil War--Account books--Col. N. J. Lillard, 1863-1866 
12. Civil War--Accounts--Bills, notes, receipts, 1861-1864 
13. Civil War--Claims, 1861, 1880 
14. Civil War--Currency--Confederate States of America 
15. Civil War--Discharges--Confederate soldiers 
16. Civil War--Finances, commerce, confiscation’s, etc., 1863 
17. Civil War--Legal documents, 1862 
18. Civil War--Loyalty oaths, 1863-1865 
19. Civil War--Maps--Battles of Chattanooga, Chickamauga, Franklin 
20. Civil War--Muster rolls--Morning report 
21. Civil War--Orders--General, 1863-1864 
22. Civil War--Orders--Naval, 1863 
23. Civil War--Orders--Special, 1862-1864 
 
BOX NUMBER 2 
 
1.  Civil War--Pardons and paroles, 1865 
2.  Civil War--Passes, 1862-1865 
3.  Civil War--Pensions--Applications--I. F. Bush, 1933 
4.  Civil War--Personal narrative, Confederate--Reminiscences of the 41st Tennessee Regiment,  
          187_. 
5.  Civil War--Photographs, drawings, etc.--"Union Commanders" and "Confederate  
          Commanders" 
6.  Civil War--Provisions, supplies, etc., 1864 
7.  Civil War--Registers, lists, etc. 
 



 

CONTAINER LIST continued: 
 
BOX NUMBER 2, continued: 
 
8.  Civil War--Relics--"The Soldiers' Pocket Bible" 
9.  Civil War--Songs and music 
10  Clippings--Adams, Brig. Gen. John, 1825-1864 
11. Clippings--Bush, Isaac Franklin, 1836-1915 (See folder 3) 
12. Clippings--Farmer, W. H., death, n.d. 
13. Clippings--Gettysburg, Battle of 
14. Clippings--Lee, Gen. Harry Rene, 1846-1938 
15. Clippings--Lincoln's assassination, April 15, 1865 
16. Clippings--Morgan, Gen. John Hunt, various dates 
17. Clippings--"South's Museum Adds to Relics", April 17, 1927 
18. Clippings--Surrender of Vicksburg, July 8, 1863 
19. Clippings--"Telegram from Senator Toombs" 
20. Clippings--United Daughters of the Confederacy 
21. Clippings--"Vets in Gray Recall Drills of '60's as Tech Cadets March", n.d. 
 
BOX NUMBER 3 
 
1.  Correspondence--Anderson - Brown 
2.  Correspondence--Burke - Bush 
3.  Correspondence--Cabell - King 
4.  Correspondence--Lee - Towson 
5.  Correspondence--Wade - Wood 
6.  Diaries, memoirs, etc.--Civil War--Dixon, M. H. (1) 
7.  Elections--1868 
8.  Elections--1872 
9.  Flags--Confederate States of America 
10. Legal documents--Affidavit--Re: 4th Tennessee Cavalry, 1923 
11. Memorabilia--Badges, picture postcards, etc. 
12. Printed materials--Census of Confederate Veterans and Widows..., 1937. 
13. Printed materials--The Confederate Memorial Half-Dollar 
14. Printed materials--Confederate Veteran, January, 1909. 
15. Printed materials--Cross of Military Service 
16. Printed materials--Jefferson Davis Highway 
17. Programs--The Confederate Veteran Camp of New York, January 19, 1900 
18. Programs--United Daughters of the Confederacy, November 22, 1945 
19. Programs--Washington Artillery Reunion, May 27, 1882 
20. Reports--The Report of the President-General to the Fifty-Second 
           Annual Convention of the United Daughters the Confederacy, 1945 
21. Reports--Grant and Schurz on the South, 1865 
 



 

CONTAINER LIST continued: 
 
BOX NUMBER 3, continued: 
 
22. Sketches--Biographical--Bush, Isaac Franklin, Claybrooke, Samuel, et al. 
23. Sketches--Biographical--Forrest, Nathan Bedford, July 13, 1821-Oct. 29, 1877. 
24. Sketches--Biographical--Lee, Robert E. 
25. Speeches, addresses, etc.--Gen. Walter S. Faulkner--Robert E. Lee, Memorial Day, n.d. 
26. Tributes--Samuel Davis, n.d. 
27. Writings--Author unknown--Falling Leaves and Studious Application. 
28. Writings--Fitzhugh, Major Lester N.--The Federal Side of the Battle of Sabine Pass. 
29. Writings--Matthews, Thomas E.--The Capture of Sam Davis. 
30. Miscellaneous--Blotter, envelopes, notes, etc.  

 
 
 

MUSTER ROLL AND ROSTER INDEX 
 
     The following is an Index of Confederate military units included in the Muster Rolls and 
Rosters section of the Tennessee Historical Society Civil War Collection.  The last numbers refer 
to the box and folder in which the material is to be found. 
 
Alabama Artillery 
     First Battalion, Heavy Artillery, 2-7 
Alabama Cavalry 
     Regt. 3, Co. C, 2-7 
     Regt. 3, Co. I, 2-7 
Alabama Infantry 
     Regt. 7, Co.'s A,B,C,D,E,F,G,H,I,K, 2-7 
     Regt. 16, Co.'s C,E,F,G,H,I,K, 2-7 
     Regt. 19, Co.'s A,B,C,D,F,G,H,I,K, 2-7 
     Regt. 21, Co.'s D,F,G,H, 2-7 
     Regt. 22, Co.'s E,F,G,H,K, 2-7 
     Regt. 25, Co.'s A,B,C,D,E,F,G,H,K, 2-7 
     Regt. 49, Co.'s G,H,I, 2-7 
Kentucky Cavalry 
     Regt. 1, Co.'s A,B,C,D,E,H,L, 2-7 
     Regt. 2, Co. B, 2-7 
     Regt. 9, Co. B, 2-7 
Tennessee Cavalry 
     Regt. 2, 2-7 
     Regt. 3, Vaughn's Brigade, 2-7 
 
 



 

MUSTER ROLL AND ROSTER INDEX, continued: 
 
Tennessee Cavalry, continued: 
 
     Regt. 4, Co.'s B,C,F,G, 2-7 
     Regt. 13, Co. D, 2-7 
     Shaw's Battalion, Co.'s A,B,D, 2-7 
Tennessee Infantry 
     Regt. 4, Co. L, 2-7 
     Regt. 30, Co.'s A,F, 2-7 

 
 

NAME INDEX 
 
     This is a Name Index of correspondence in the Tennessee Historical Society Civil War 
Collection, together with the dates of the letters and information regarding their contents.  The 
figures in parentheses denote the number of letters, if more than one.  The last numbers refer to 
the box and folder in which the material is to be found. 
 
________,John A. to "My dear Sister," l860, re:  return to Germantown; family news; removal   
     to Kentucky, 3-1 
Anderson, S. R. to Governor Letcher, l86l, re:  movement of Federal troops to East   
     Tennessee, 3-1 
Baker, Russell E. to Tennessee Historical Society, l958, re:  redesigning our national flag in view  
     of Alaska's admission into the Union, 3-1 
Baley, John J. to Jacob Burnett, l863, re:  family matters, 3-1 
Beauregard, Gen. {Pierre Gustave Toutant} to Brig. Gen. B. J. Hill, l86__, re:  organization of  
     deserters, 3-1 
Blake, C. H. to Brig. Gen. {B. J.} Hill, 1865, re:  location of Yankee encampment, 3-1 
Bridgewater, J. C. to Mr. Bush, 1863, re:  supply wagons, 3-1 
Brown, S. B. (100) {Letterbook to various persons}, 1863-1864}, re:  orders from   
     Quartermaster's Office at Clarksville to various steamship masters concerning cargo traffic on  
     the {Cumberland and Red Rivers}, 3-1 
Burke (?), O. P. to L. G. Houk, l88l, re:  records of Martha J. Rogers, 3-2 
Burnett, Jacob (15) to Mary Burnett, 186l-1863, re:  describes marching over rugged but 
beautiful  
     terrain in Virginia; army life while stationed at Camp Renolds (sic), Virginia; anxious to learn  
     of news of home; Gen. Lander reviews troops assembled to celebrate Washington's Birthday; 
     stationed at Camp Shields; encamped near Alexandria, Va.; had his picture taken recently;  
     fine view of the Potomac River and the White House; hospitalized in Washington, D.C.;  
     mentions a local soldier who has died of typhoid fever; transferred to an U.S.A. General  
     Hospital in West Philadelphia; lonesome for news from home; mentions a soldier in the ward  
     that hung himself; critical of the abolitionists and "butternuts" back home; several cases of  
      



 

NAME INDEX, continued: 
 
     small pox in the hospital; begging and borrowing paper and tobacco; expecting to receive his 
     discharge papers soon; admonishes his wife for warning him about pick-pockets; describes  
     the soldiers' affection for Gen. McClellan, 3-2 
Burnett, Jacob to Charlotte Purdy, 1862, re; encamped at Alexandria, Va.; peddlers selling    
     newspapers and pies; anxious to receive letters, 3-2 
Burnett, Mary (ll) to Jacob Burnett, 1855-l863, re:  family news; neighborhood news; money  
     needed to buy clothing for children; pleased with ring her husband sent; many sick and  
     wounded soldiers from Pittsburg Landing passed up the Ohio River, 3-2 
Bush, I. F. to Mrs. S. P. Bush, 1863, re:  health and army duties, 3-2 
Cabell, J. B. to Gen. John Dunlap, 1861, re:  the success of Confederate troops, 3-3 
Cantrell, R. W. to Colonel William M. Jackson, l885, re: return of the battle flag of the 18th  
     Regiment, Confederate States Army, 3-3 
Carnes, W.W. to A. F. Foy, 1919, re: contributions to the Confederate Veterans, 3-3 
Clair, G. to "My dear father," 1863, re: Sherman's campaign against Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston  
     and the Confederate forces near Jackson, Mississippi; execution of a Confederate 
     deserter, 3-3 
Dahlgren, J. A. to William A. Provine, 1930, re: data on the 7th Mississippi Regiment, 3-3 
Davis, Sarah to "Aunt," 1870, re: father's illness and medicine, 3-3 
DeWitt, John H. to Thomas E. Matthews, 1917, re: receipt and thanks for copy of original order  
     approving sentence of Sam Davis, 3-3 
Durham, J. H. to T. M. Durham, 1863, re: family news; sending Greenback money to his soldier  
     son, 3-3 
Durham, Jas. A. to "Sister," 1905, re: marriage certificate, 3-3 
Durham, Thomas M. (25) to Martha Durham and family, 1863-1864, re:  captured on July 19 at  
     Portland, {Ohio}; prisoner-of-war at Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Indiana; requests for food  
     to be sent; asks for letters; glad to receive the tobacco and socks; has plenty of clothes; no  
     letters from home; inquiries about various family members; in good health; has sent a ring he  
     made, 3-3 
Edmonds, H. C. to I. F. Bush, 1864, re: business matters, 3-3 
Elliott, C. D. to Mrs. E. E. Elliott, 1862, re: life as a Confederate prisoner at Camp Chase,  
     Ohio, 3-3 
Floyd, Richard S. to Thomas K. Porter, 1866, re: past glory of the Confederacy and  
     friendship, 3-3 
Harris, Isham (3) to Major General Gideon J. Pillow, 1861, re: relief of Missouri; Mississippi  
     River defenses; Confederate bank notes; military funds; neutrality of Kentucky; issuing  
     rations of whiskey to the troops, 3-3 
Hester, R. H. to George Guild, 1909, re: names of soldiers captured at Gallatin, Tennessee and  
     their whereabouts now, 3-3 
Hickman, John P. to Whom It May Concern, 1925, re: certification of Confederate army service  
     of I. Frank Bush, 3-3 
Hogg, Mrs. Harry to Mrs. Clark, 1924, re:  application for membership in the United Daughters  
     of the Confederacy, 3-3 



 

NAME INDEX, continued: 
 
Johnson, General J. E. to "Fellow Soldiers," 1863, re:  a call for courage and valor to resist and  
     expel the Federal forces from Mississippi, 3-3 
King, William H. to Jeanette Moore King, 1932, re: the unknown Confederate soldier buried on  
     the late Charles H. King's farm, 3-3 
Lee, General Robert E. to Miss Ninet, 1839, re: {copy}; withdrawing an earlier invitation asking  
     Miss Ninet to accompany him by steamer on a visit to her relatives at St. Peters, near St.  
     Louis, 3-4 
Majors, John to Jacob Burnett, n.d., re:  fight with an Ohio soldier, 3-4 
Matthews, Thos. E. to John DeWitt, 1916, re:  transmittal concerning the charges, findings and  
     sentence of Samuel Davis, 3-4 
Maupin, Sally Washington to Mrs. White, 1927, re:  transmittal of Confederate documents  
     concerning 30th Battalion Volunteer Regiment of Virginia Sharpshooters, 3-4 
McEwen, ________ to Mrs. Moore, 1943, re:  Col. John L. McEwen, 3-4 
McLester, Frances C. to {Robert} Quarles, l959, re:  state bond, 3-4 Moses, Frank A. to Mrs.  
     M.H. Durham, l905, re: marriage data for pension application, 3-4 
Mowne, Wm. MN. to Isham Harris, 1861, re:  convention between the Confederate States of  
     America and the State of Tennessee, 3-4 
Orr, Mary to Thomas _________, 1863, re:  family news; mentions sick and wounded soldiers  
     arriving from the Battle of Chancellorsville; life and politics in Philadelphia, 3-4 
Parry, E. O. to Tennessee Historical Society, 1963, re:  copies of grandfather's letters re the  
     Battle of Shiloh, 3-4 
Poppleton, O. O. to Thomas E. Matthews, 1916, re:  recollections of capture and execution of  
     Samuel Davis, 3-4 
Purdy, Charlotte to Jacob Burnett, 1861, re:  family news; clothing sent, 3-4 
Quarles, Robert T. to Mrs. J. H. Gray, 1910, re:  American Magazine of History, 3-4      
Rumble, S. E. (2) to John A. Dahlgren, 1902, 1907, re:  history of the 7th Mississippi  
     Regiment, 3-4 
Savige, Mary M. (2) to Jacob Burnett, 1861, re:  family news; neighborhood men who have been  
     killed in the war; box of clothes sent, 3-4 
Smith, Mrs. Frank H. (4) to Robert Quarles, 1912-1913, re:  information re the papers of the  
     United Daughters of the Confederacy, 3-4 
Smith, Steve to Manuscript Librarian, Tennessee State Library and Archives, 1982, re:  copy of  
     Thomas Durham letter, 3-4 
Spencer, Matt to {Jacob Burnett}, 1862, re:  local weddings; scarcity of writing paper, 3-4 
State Archivist (2) to Mrs. Frank H. Smith, 1912, re:  hours of the Dept. of Archives {Tenn.};  
      necessity for the accuracy of the U.D.C. records, 3-4 
Towson, W. E. to John H. DeWitt, 1931, re:  documents for the Tennessee Historical 
     Society, 3-4 
Wade, John W. (27) to Kutha Jane Wade and family members, 1862-1864, re: {copies}; delay in  
     letters; speculators charging the soldiers inflated prices for tobacco, coffee, paper, dried fruit,  
     etc.; death of "Stonewall Jackson;" afraid of sending money home because of theft; need to  
     rely on God; advice on managing the farm; possibility of hiring a substitute to take his place;  



 

NAME INDEX, continued: 
 
     describes destruction of civilian property by enemy; chances not good for a furlough; will  
     send money home; distressed to learn of wife's troubles; encamped near Petersburg; rations  
     are poor; chance to return home; advice on managing the farm; religion; his and Jacob's  
     health; his army unit on move; would like an opportunity to come home; Jacob's going home  
     without leave; instructions about business matters and farming; inquiry re Jacob; dependence  
     upon God; Jacob has had the measles; have had some "hard marching;" friends he has seen  
     lately; have not been well for the past two weeks; advice on getting along with her neighbors;  
     sowing rye and buckwheat; secret peace plan under consideration; sending $l0. home;  
     chances of getting a furlough; investing money in a state bond; longing for home; arrived  
     safely back to camp; value of Confederate money declining; has not received the box of  
     provisions; money matters; father's illness; dream about home, 3-5 
Walker, L.P. to Gov. Isham G. Harris, 1861, re:  {copy} organizing a reserve Army corps of  
     30,000, with Tennessee's quota to be 3,000; instructions for the organizing and equipping of  
     two companies, 3-5 
Wood, John to Mary Wood, l864, re:  confinement in military prison at Nashville; better health  
     than when at Tullahoma, 3-5 
 
 

 


