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SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 

     The Tennessee Department of Labor was established in 1923 as a part of the executive 

branch of government.  The purpose behind its establishment was, and remains today, to 

protect the working man and woman of Tennessee and to promote their health, safety and 

economic welfare. 

     The Department of Labor is headed by a commissioner, who is appointed by the 

governor.  Since the Commissioner of Labor is a cabinet official, he serves at the 

governors pleasure, usually for the term of the governor by whom he was appointed. 

     The Department of Labor is divided into eight parts; the research and statistical office, 

the codes section, the prevailing wage scale section, the division of occupational safety, 

the boiler and elevator inspection, the elevator inspection section, the division of workers 

compensation, and the division of mines. 

     Since the records in this group are exclusively in the area of the prevailing wage scale 

section and the division of mines, it is therefore necessary to inspect the purpose behind 

these two sections in more detail. 

     The prevailing wage scale section determines the wage scale paid on state projects.  A 

three member commission supervises the regulations and administers the law. 

     The division of mines is responsible for the training and education of miners, mine 

owners and operators in the areas of safety, first aid, and rescue techniques. 

     The records that involve the prevailing wage scale section consist mainly of cost 

estimates for various building projects throughout the state.  Of particular interest are the 

pay scales for various crafts in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s.  These records also 

contain information on state building projects in specific counties. 

     List of contractors, detailed information on specific projects, as well as information 

and complaints are often included. 

     The bulk of the record group consists of documents from the division of mines.  These 

documents are divided into two areas; records and maps. 

     The records from the division of mines are incomplete.  They begin about 1940 and 

end about 1948.  There are no records for the years 1942-1947. 

     Of specific interest is the annual mine reports, injury and fatality reports, mine 

inspector’s itineraries and reports, and foreman examinations.  Other areas of interest 

include a report on the 1902 Fraterville Mine explosion, reports and complaints and strike 

violence reports.  The maps from the division of mines consist of blueprints of coal 

mines.  The maps are dated from approximately 1935 to about 1960.  There are a few 

dated in the 1920’s and at least one mine date 1878. 

     The maps ten to be large, detailed and highly technical.  In addition, there are a 

number of these maps that show the same mine a few months apart with only minor 

variations.  A few of these maps fail to give important information, such as scale, date of 

the map or specific location of the mine. 

     A map of special interest is the Victoria Mine map, dating from 1878.  Others include 

the duplicate maps showing monthly change.  Another area of interest is the maps 

showing the specific seams of coal. 
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CONTAINER LIST 
 

Box 1 

1 Tennessee-Tombigbee Project    10/27/72-8/3/72 

2 Anderson County      2/12/69-10/9/74 

3 Bedford County      3/23/70-8/3/73 

4 Benton County      10/20/70-2/16/71 

5 Bledsoe County      1/21/69-9/4/73 

6 Bradley County      6/29/69-9/4/73 

7 Campbell County      1/10/69-12/11/73 

8 Cannon County      9/28/72-2/13/74 

9 Carroll County      7/10/69-12/11/73 

10 Carter County       3/10/69-2/6/74 

11 Cheatham County      3/19/69-11/29/73 

12 Chester County      10/6/69-8/14/73 

13 Claiborne County      3/18/69-11/26/73 

14 Clay County       1/22/69-8/2/73 

15 Cocke County       3/13/70-4/25/73 

16 Coffee County       2/12/69-1/16/74 

17 Crockett County      2/17/70-7/5/73 

18 Cumberland County      10/28/69-1/25/74 

 

Box 2 

1 Davidson County      1/9/69-6/11/74 

2 DeKalb County      4/4/69-1/3/74 

3 Dickson County      9/25/70-8/6/73 

4 Dyer County       5/19/69-1/3/74 

5 Fayette County      4/1/69-5/10/73 

6 Fentress County      2/10/70-11/29/73 

7 Franklin County      2/12/69-9/21/73 

8 Gibson County      2/27/69-1/25/74 

9 Giles County       4/16/69-7/30/74 

10 Grainger County      6/8/71-7/10/74 

11 Greene County      9/19/68-4/22/74 

12 Grundy County      4/6/72-6/11/74 

13 Hamblen County      7/3/69-4/25/74 

14 Hamilton County      8/13/70-2/21/74 

 

Box 3 

1 Hancocke County      1/29/69-10/16/70 

2 Hardeman County      1/7/70-4/18/74 

3 Hardin County       3/6/69-7/9/73 

4 Hawkins County      2/4/70-11/27/73 



5 Haywood County      2/10/66-9/18/73 

6 Henderson County      5/20/71-12/20/72 

7 Henry County       2/27/69-1/3/74 

8 Hickman County      12/10/71-6/21/73 

9 Houston County      8/13/69-8/13/70 

10 Humphreys County      5/9/69-5/15/73 

11 Jackson County      10/20/69-6/18/71 

12 Jefferson County      4/25/69-7/30/73 

13 Johnson County      3/18/69-12/4/70 

14 Knox County       3/20/69-2/13/73 

15 Lake County       10/17/69 

16 Lauderdale County      4/14/70-7/26/73 

17 Lawrence County      5/12/71-6/14/73 

18 Lewis County       5/6/69-5/22/73 

19 Lincoln County      6/9/69-8/13/73 

20 Loudon County      4/1/69-12/5/73 

21 McMinn County      1/8/69-1/25/74 

22 McNairy County      5/5/70-8/20/73 

23 Macon County       7/1/70-8/28/73 

24 Madison County      1/15/69-7/13/73 

 

Box 4 

1 Marion County      4/16/69-8/20/73 

2 Marshall County      3/26/69-5/22/73 

3 Maury County       6/6/69-8/20/73 

4 Meigs County       3/10/69-5/26/69 

5 Monroe County      7/3/69-4/26/73 

6 Montgomery County      1/24/69-8/31/73 

7 Moore County       4/3/73 

8 Morgan County      2/24/70-1/5/73 

9 Obion County       10/8/70-4/26/73 

10 Overton County      10/13/69-4/26/73 

11 Perry County       4/16/69-8/31/71 

12 Pickett County       6/10/69-7/1/71 

13 Polk County       1/17/69-7/19/73 

14 Putnam County      1/23/69-5/29/73 

15 Rhea County       6/13/69-11/26/73 

16 Roane County       1/7/69-6/22/73 

17 Robertson County      6/2/69-9/11/69 

 

Box 5 

1 Rutherford County      2/19/69-8/14/73 

2 Scott County       7/9/69-4/26/73 



3 Sevier County       4/2/69-7/13/73 

4 Shelby County       1/17/69-9/23/71 

5 Smith County       4/1/69-8/10/73 

6 Stewart County      No Date 

7 Sullivan County      1/17/69-6/22/73 

8 Sumner County      3/6/69-5/22/73 

9 Tipton County       8/14/73 

10 Trousdale County      12/4/70-5/8/73 

11 Unicoi County       9/14/69-6/22/73 

12 Union County       12/9/71 

13 Van Buren County      4/14/69-5/13/71 

14 Warren County      2/17/69-9/11/73 

15 Washington County      12/31/68-2/13/73 

16 Wayne County      1/23/69-7/9/73 

17 Weakley County      9/2/68-7/16/73 

18 White County       4/28/71-6/28/73 

19 Williamson County      7/15/69-6/22/73 

20 Wilson County      8/15/69-4/26/73 

 

Box 6 

1 Mine Reports, Anderson County    1940-42, 1948 

2 Mine Reports, Bledsoe County    1940-41, 1948 

3 Mine Reports, Campbell County    1940-41 

4 Mine Reports, Campbell County    1948-49 

5 Mine Reports, Carter County     1948 

6 Mine Reports, Claiborne County    1940-41, 1948 

7 Mine Reports, Cumberland County    1940-41, 1948-49 

 

Box 7 

1 Mine Reports, Fentress County    1940-41, 1948-49 

2 Mine Reports, Grundy County    1940-41, 1948 

3 Mine Reports, Hamilton County    1940-41, 1948 

4 Mine Reports, Jefferson County    1948 

5 Mine Reports, Knox County     1941, 1948 

6 Mine Reports, Loudon County    1949 

7 Mine Reports, McMinn County    1948 

8 Mine Reports, Marion County    1940-41, 1948-49 

9 Mine Reports, Maury County     1948 

10 Mine Reports, Monroe County    1948 

11 Mine Reports, Montgomery County    1948 

12 Mine Reports, Morgan County    1940-41, 1948-49 

13 Mine Reports, Overton County    1940-41, 1948-49 

14 Mine Reports, Putnam County    1940-41, 1948 



Box 8 

1 Mine Reports, Rhea County     1940-41, 1948-49 

2 Mine Reports, Scott County     1940-41, 1948 

3 Mine Reports, Sequatchie County    1940-41, 1948-49 

4 Mine Reports, Unicoi County     1948 

5 Mine Reports, Van Buren County    1940-41, 1948-49 

6 Mine Reports, Warren County    1948 

7 Mine Reports, Weakley County    1949 

8 Mine Reports, White County     1940-41, 1948-49 

9 Mine Reports, No County     1948-1949 

10 General Correspondence, J.A. Welch    7/8/41-12/20/41 

11 Correspondence      2/25/41-9/26/41 

12 W.C. Clymer Itinerary     1/12/41-12/6/41 

 

Box 9 

1 Gas Analysis Reports      3/8/40-2/14/41 

2 Report on Strike Violence     1941 

3 Robert Grimes, Mine Inspector Correspondence  4/12/41-12/20/41 

4 Explosives-Rules and Regulations    1941 

5 Federal Mine Inspection Act     9/2/41-10/18/41 

6 Report on Fraterville Mine Explosion, 1902   1940 

7 Correspondence 1949      10/10/40-5/17/41 

8 Correspondence re: Mine Safety    1941 

9 Salary and Expense Correspondence    5/5/40-1/14/42 

10 Claude Dempsey Itinerary     1/11/41-7/28/41 

11 Report on Complaints      2/11/41-5/13/41 

12 W.W. Clymer       4/7/41-12/27/41 

13 Dixie King Coal Company     1941 

14 11000 Series-Second Jury Fund    10/15/45-4/7/47 

15 12000 Series-Second Jury Fund    1/15/45-8/9/49 

16 13000 Series-Second Jury Fund    11/24/45-6/21/50 

 

Box 10 

1 14000 Series-Second Jury Fund    6/10/45-1/28/48 

2 W.W. Clymer, Daily Itinerary    12/29/40-12/27/41 

3 J.R. Miller-Correspondence     3/21/41-12/20/41 

4 R.L. Grimes-Daily Itinerary     4/21/41-12/20/41 

5 A.L. Grimes-Itinerary      4/19/41-12/27/41 

6 J.R. Miller-Itinerary      12/23/40-12/27/41 

7 J.R. Miller-Itinerary      12/30/40-1/30/42 

8 Mine Foreman Examination Correspondence  9/10/41-11/19/41 

9 Foreman Certification Correspondence   13/16/40-12/6/41 

10 Request for Mining Laws     8/15/41-12/26/41 



Box 11 

1 Monthly Report Correspondence    1/14/41-12/18/41 

2 Mine Maps Correspondence     1/6/40-9/19/41 

3 Mine Safety Appliances     12/31/40-10/6/41 

4 Memos       5/23/41-12/19/41 

5 Permits For Acting Foreman     1/29/41-5/21/41 

6 Supply Requests      1/25/41-12/19/41 

7 Rex Mine #2       1/11/39-6/20/41 

8 Recommendations      12/30/40-12/21/41 

9 Scale Complaints      5/11/40-4/2/41 

10 William Turnblazer      3/21/40-12/6/41 

11 Travel Authorization      No Date 

12 List of Local Unions      10/20/39 

13 Webb-Hancock Coal Company    12/18/41 

 

Box 12 

1 J.A. Welch, Chief Mine Inspector    1/17/41-12/2/41 

2 Annual Report Correspondence    1/1/41-4/23/41 

3 Applications for Mine Inspector    11/30/40-3/20/41 

4 Requests for Forms      8/3/40-1/15/42 

5 Reports on Mine Safety     3/2/38-7/23/41 

6 E.A. Anundsen, District Engineer    1/24/41-11/26/41 

7 Fatal Accidents, 1941      1/24/41-1/10/42 

8 Non-Fatal Accidents      1/11/41-12/18/41 

9 Bath Houses       1/4/40-4/5/41 

10 Brushy Mountain Mines     2/28/41 

11 S.E. Bryant, Commissioner of Labor    2/27/41-12/19/41 

 

Drawer 1 

Map Number 

1 Daus Mountain Truck Mines     1955-1959 

2 Reels Cove Mines      1944-1951 

 

Drawer 2 

3 Daus Mountain Truck Mines     1954-1958 

4 D101-D105 and Worley Mine    1946-1958 

5 Reels Cove Mines      1944-1958 

6 Victoria Mine       1878 

 

Drawer 3 

7 Daus Mountain Truck Mines     1956-1957 

8 Slatton Tract       1951-1958 

9 John Fritz Mine      1936 



10 M.C. Watts Mine      1935-1936 

11 Adkisson and Duncan Mine     1935-1936 

12 B.F. Crow Walden Ridge Mine    1936 

13 Ford Coal Company      1939 

14 Braden Coal Company Mine #1    1939 

15 George Baird and David Crouch Mine   1939 

16 Old Black Diamond Number One    1938 

17 Tim Sexton Mine      1936 

18 Hooks and Sharp Blue Gem Mine    1926 

19 Smith Branch Mine      1935-1936 

20 Cow Creek Mine      1936 

21 Dug Hollow Coal Company     1936 

22 Jabe Walls #3 Mine      1936 

23 Stinking Creek, Lowe Branch Mine    1936 

24 Elk Valley Mine      1936 

25 Blizzard Mine       1936 

26 J.W. Bolton Mine      1935-1936 

27 Cisero Jones Mine      1936 

28 Flat Creek Coal Company     1936 

29 A.J. Justice Mine      1936 

30 Aron Delk Mine      1936 

31 R.L. Stanley Mine      1935 

32 Beech Valley Coal Company     1939 

33 I.L. Wilson Mine      1936 

34 Graham Coal Company Mine     1936 

35 Whitney Knox Mine      1935-1936 

36 General Shale Products Corp. Mine #2   1935-1936 

37 The Tennessee River Coal Co.    1933 

38 Jonas Hicks and Company     1947 

39 Sexton Mine       1937 

40 Zenith Mine       1943 

41 Bon Aire Number 2      1936 

42 Old Black Diamond No. 1     1936 

 

Drawer 4 

43 Alex Walls Mine      1939 

44 Carson Brothers Coal Mine     1939 

45 Beech Hollow Mine      1939 

46 Crass and Reeves Mine     1939 

47 Brown-Pannell Mine      1937 

48 James T. Williams Mine     1939 

49 Jno. Russell Mine      1939 

50 Brushy Mountain Mines     1936-1942 



51 Brushy Mountain Mines No. 4 and No. 6   1936-1942 

52 Whitwell Division No. 1 Mine    1920 

 

Drawer 5 

53 Clinchmore Coal Mines     1928-1944 

54 Moore Coal Mine      1924-1943 

55 Fentress Coal and Coke Mines No. 5 and No. 6  1941-1944 

 

Drawer 6 

56 Whitwell Mines      1941-1944 

57 Fentress Coal and Coke Mines No. 5 and No. 6  1941-1945 

58 Pee Wee Coal Company No. 3 Mine    1945 

59 Clinchmore Mine      1930-1940 

60 New Jellico Mine      1944 

61 Dean Mine       1955 

 

Drawer 7 

62 Dean Mine       1969 

63 Dean Mine       1958 

64 Wind Rock Mine Number 2     1960 

65 Dean Mine       1958 

66 Dean Mine       1960 

67 Wind Rock Mine Number 2     1960 

68 Slatton Truck Mines      1951-1957 

 

Drawer 8 

69 Dean Mine       1958 

70 Whitwell No. 1 Mine      1942-1955 

71 Slatton Tract Mines      1951-1955 

72 Daus Mountain Truck Mines     1954-1955 

73 Daus Mountain Truck Mines     1954-1959 

74 Slatton Tract Mines      1951-1959 

 

Drawer 9 

75 Whitwell No. 1 Mine      1942-1959 

76 Whitwell No. 9 and Floyd Truck Mine   1950-1959 

77 Whitwell No. 1 Mine      1942-1958 

 

Drawer 10 

78 Dean Mine       1958 

79 Dean Mine       1957 

80 Daus Mountain Truck Mines     1954-1957 

81 West Main Section      1958 



82 Reels Cove Mine      1944-1957 

83 Daus Mountain Truck Mines     1956-1957 

84 Whitwell No. 1 Mine      1942-1959 

85 Floyd Point Truck Mines     1933-1954 

86 Reels Cove       Unknown 

 

Drawer 11 

87 Reels Cove       Unknown 

88 Lucretia Palmer Tract      Unknown 

89 Floyd Truck Mine Area     Unknown 

90 Whitwell Mine      Unknown 

91 Whitwell Tract Mine      Unknown 

92 Whitwell Mine      Unknown 

 

Drawer 12 

93 Bon Aire No. 2      1936 

94 Brannan Mine No. 1      1938 

95 Whitley Knox Mine      1936 

96 Willie Laxton Mine      1936 

97 L&W Coal Co.      1936 

98 Herbert Domain      1936 

99 Dave Smith Mine      1936 

100 E.M. Lindsay Mine      1940 

101 E.M. Lindsay Mine      1936 

102 E.M. Lindsay Mine      1935 

103 Melvin Acres Mine      1936 

104 D.S. Spangler Mine      1939 

105 Walter Stanford Mine      1938 

106 W.J. Buckner Mine      1936 

107 Meadow Creek Coal Co.     1937 

108 Bryant & Tuttle Mine      1936 

109 Ricketts Mine       1939 

110 Laxton & Smith Mine      1936 

111 Cow Creek Mine      1936 

112 Dixie Gem-Stinking Creek Mine    1936 

113 Duncan Bros. Mine      1936 

114 Carson Bros. Mine      1936 

115 W.H. Cheeks Mine      1936 

116 S.M. Jackson Mine      1937 

117 Walden Ridge Coal Corp.     1941 

118 Easton Conley Mine      1936 

119 I.C. Whaley Mine      1938 

120 Will Hart Mine      1938 



121 R.S. Abeel Mine No. 2     1936 

122 Leonard Cross Mine      1937 

123 Bearden Blue Gem Coal Co.     1936 

124 A.J. Allen Mine      1936 

125 Blue Gem-Sinking Creek Mine    1936 

126 Laurel Fork-Stinking Creek Mine    1938 

127 Hiram Bolton & Sons      1936 

128 Geo. Baird & Crouch      1936 

129 Crouchy Creek-Blue Gem Mine    1936 

130 Lowe Branch-Blue Gem Mine    1936 

131 Broyles Coal Co. No. 1 Mine     1939 

132 Indian Mountain Mine     1936 

133 Clifford McGee Mine      1936 

134 Dock Hollow Mine      1936 

135 Melvin Duncan Truck Mines     1935 

136 J.P. Gibson Mine      1939 

137 West Jellico Mine      1936 

138 W.J. Human Coal Co.      1936 

139 Kilsyth Mine       1936 

140 Charles Riggs Mine      1939 

141 Ford Coal Co.-Blue Gem Truck Mine   1938 

142 Issac Smith Mine      1936 

143 Pioneer Mine       1938 

144 J.H. Taylor Truck Mine     1936 

145 Cove Mine       1936 

146 Duff Cooperative Coal Co.     1946 

147 Old Winn Coal Mine      1936 

148 Monarch Coal Co. Lick Creek Mine    1936 

149 Davis Creek Mine      1937 

150 Croucher Creek Mine      1936 

151 Cotton & Ellis Mine      1936 

152 Dock Davis Mine      1936 

153 Bailey West Mine      1936 

154 Chambers & Chambers Mine     1936 

155 J.P. Gibson Mine      1936 

156 S.H. Jackson Mine      1938 

157 Bailey Mine       1937 

158 Alex Walls Mine      1939 

159 O.C. Owens Truck Mine     1936 

160 I.C. Whaley Coal Co.      1936 

161 I.C. Whaley Coal Co.      1940 

162 Warrick Field Mine      1937 

163 Joe Cooper Mine      1936 



164 James Williams Mine      1939 

165 E.C. Seiber Mine      1936 

166 Joe Armes Coal Mine      1938 

167 Charley Ward Mine      1936 

168 Bone Hollow Mine      1936 

169 W.C. Brown Mine      1936 

170 H.M. Duncan Mine      1935 

171 Alex Hall & Son Mine     1936 

172 Austin Bailey No. 2 Mine     1936 

173 Bert Justice Mine      1936 

174 Russell & Smith Mine      1936 

175 Cove Mine No. 1      1936 

176 Jobe Wells No. 2 Mine     1936 

177 Arvil Braden Mine      1936 

178 H.M. Duncan Mine      1936 

179 Cold Water Mine No. 4     1940 

180 J.W. Brummitt Mine      1936 

181 Bunch Bros. Mine      1938 

182 Cove Mine       1937 

183 F.L. Honeycutt Mine      1937 

184 Andy Stanley Mine      1936 

185 G.C. Paul Mine      1936 

186 Burgess Mine       1937 

187 S.M. Jackson Mine      1936 

188 D.C. Privette Mine      1936 

189 L.D. Crass Cove Mines No. 1&2    1936 

190 Ross Olice Mine      1936 

 

Drawer 13 

191 Ford & William Mine      1936 

192 I.C. Carson Long Branch Coal Co.    1936 

193 Walden And Gibson Mine     1936 

194 Jackson Coal Co.      1936 

195 W.M. Tuttle Truck Mine     1936 

196 Sampson McCullah Mine     1936 

197 C.C. Bell Dixie Blue Gem Mine    1936 

198 Leonard Cross Mine      1936 

199 D.T. Padgett Mine      1939 

200 McPherson Shaft, Tenn. Copper Co.    1937 

201 Venus Chambers Mine     1938 

202 George Rector Mine      1936 

203 Red Jacket Coal Corp Mine No. 10    1948 

204 Noel Dobbs Mine      1938 



205 Brimstone Coal Co. Mine     1942 

206 Cleage-Wills Coal Mine     1937 

207 H & B Coal Co. Mines No. 2 & 4    1948 

208 Indian Creek Coal Co. Mine No. 1    1936 

209 Straight Fork Coal Co.     1948 

210 Crawford Mining Co. Mine No. 1    1942 

211 Central-Rex Coal Co.      1948 

212 McDade Coal Co. Mine No. One    1946 

213 Crawford Mining Co. Mine No. 1    1943 

214 Anthras Mine       1945 

215 Delmont Mine       1945 

216 Red Ash Mine No. 2      1942 & 1946 

217 Sun Coal Co.       1948 

218 Glen Mary Coal Co.      1948 

219 Etna Coal Co.       1948 

 


