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INTRODUCTION 

Record Group 24 7 consists of six record books from the Tennessee General Claims 
Commission. The Commission was formed by an Act of the Tennessee State Legislature 
on February 19, 1868, in order to compensate those citizens who could prove Union 
loyalty for property used, consumed, or destroyed by the Union or Rebel forces, and for 
wages earned and not paid during the Civil War. Up until 1868, some claims were paid 
through the Federal Quartermasters and Adjutant Generals offices, but only those 
accompanied by a voucher (receipt) issued by the confiscating officer. In Tennessee, a 
state with significant Union occupation during the war, there were many cases where 
vouchers were not issued, or were issued and lost. The intent of the Act was to provide 
financial recourse for those with claims against the Federal government. 

Three commissioners in each county heard proof, audited, and either approved or 
rejected individual claims. Both the approved and the rejected claims were then 
forwarded to the General Claims Commission in Nashville and recorded in the books that 
comprise this record group. The county claims commissioners advertised when they 
would be in a community to accept claims and hear testimony. A copy of the claims of 
each county were kept in each county clerk's office, and the information was also 
transmitted to the General Claims Office and recorded in these books, which were kept in 
Nashville. Two examples of the county books are also included in the record group: 
Davidson, and Sumner. The governor was to present the records to the U.S. Government 
through Tennessee's senators and representatives in Congress for payment. 

The Act creating the commission was passed in February, 1868, and the claim entries 
appear to date predominantly from April through June of that year. The Secretary of 
State signed his approval in October of 1871. Whether or not these claims were ever 
actually submitted to the Federal government is not known but they were not paid. It was 
not until the formation of the Southern Claims Commission on March 3, 1871, by a 
coalition of Southern states, that claims were not only recorded but finally paid. 

The six books that make up the record group were transferred to the State Library and 
Archives from the State Records Center in 1997. They have been microfilmed, and the 
originals, following conservation, have been retained by the State Library and Archives. 
There are no restrictions on its use. 



SCOPE AND CONTENT 

The six books which comprise this record group fall into three categories that reflect 
the nature of the claims: "Government Accounts" (Box One) contains claims for property 
taken by Federal forces; "Rebel Accounts" (boxes two and three) contain claims by proven 
Unionists whose property was taken or destroyed by Confederate forces; "Wages 
Accounts" (box four) contains claims for unpaid services performed in the Quartermaster, 
Commissary, Engineering, or Medical departments. 

The book of Government Accounts is missing the first page, but is otherwise complete. 
Except for the first few pages, the book was kept in alphabetical order by county. On 
each page is listed the date, the claim number, the name of the claimant, amount (value), 
town, county, report of County Commissioners, and final dispositions. There is an index 
to the counties on page 39. 

There are two Rebel Account books- the first has counties Anderson through 
Humphries listed alphabetically on pages sixty three through three hundred and twenty 
four. Decatur County apparently did not submit all of their information promptly, so the 
recording clerk continued their claims on page three hundred and twenty eight. The first 
sixty two pages contain claims from Granger, Sullivan, Sequatchie, and Anderson 
counties, although all of these counties are represented on later pages as well. The claims 
on these pages are itemized. The second book of Rebel Accounts contains counties 
Jackson through Williamson in roughly alphabetical order. None of the these claims are 
itemized. 

The Wages Account book is also in alphabetical order by county. An index to the 
counties is glued to the inside front cover. Only the first 61 pages were used, and they list 
the date, claim number, name of claimant, and amount owed. 

The last two books in the collection appear to be claim books from Davidson and 
Sumner counties. These may have been the books that were kept by the county claims 
commissioners in the county clerk's office and submitted to the General. Claims Office so 
that the information could be transferred to the main claims books. There is no 
explanation why these two have remained with the collection or why none of the other 
county books are present. 
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CHAPTER XL. 

AN AC1' to Sconro to tho LoytLl Citizens of Tonnossoo, Recomponse 
from tho United SLatoe Govornmont, for losses incurrccl by tho 
Robollion. 

W1rnnEJAs; 'l'he Government of the Unitod States, in 
its efforts to suppress the Rebellion, was compelled to 
send vast armies within the limits of the State of Ten-
nessee, which, to a great degree, subsisted by foraging, 
and, either used, consumed, or destroyed, immense quan• 
tities of the property of loyal citizens of the State, for 
which property no compensation' has ever been made; 
And, whereas, Article 5, of the .A.mendmonts to the Con
stitution of the United 'States, declares that private 
property shall not be taken for public use, without just 
compensation ; Therefore, In order that justice may be 
done, in accordance with said provision, and that the 
loyal citizens of Tennessee may be remunerated for 
their actual losses ; 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly Q/ 
the State qf Tennessee, That it shall 'be the duty of the . 

General Legislature, in joint Convention assembled, to elect' a 
Claim Com- General Claim Com!I).lssioner, for the State' of Tenncs
~!f!~~~e;to. see, who shall hold his office for two years from the date 

of his election, and who shalJ recei\·e for his services, 
the sum of two thousand dollars per annum ; and the 
salary of said Commissioner, and the necessary expenses 
of the office of said General Claim Commissioner, shall 
be paid quarterly, by vV u.rraut of tho Comntroller upon 
the Treasurer of the State, 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
Duly of Gen- duty of the General Clu.im Commissioner, so elected, to 
ertLl Claim prepare and prescribe separate and distinct forms, or 
Commiasion'r blanks, for each class .. of Claims hereinafter set forth, 

and conforming, as far as possible, to the complete classi• 
fication of.Claims, under the existing laws of the United 
States Government, and the rules and regulations of the 
various Departments having cognizance of Claims; and 
all Claims coming within the provisions of this Act 
shall be made· out against the United Stutes, and in 
favor of the person who was the boua fide owner of the 
property at the time the loss was incurred; and, in case 
of the decease of such Claimant, then the. Claim shall 
be in favor of the heir, or heirs of said Claimant; Pro
vided, 'J'hat the loyalty of said heir, or heirs, shall be 
established in accordance with the provisions of this 
.A.ct. 

SEC. 3, Be it further enacted, That the GoTernor is 
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hereby authorized and empowered to appoint three Com• Governor to 
missioners in each County of tho State, upon tho nomi-nppoint thro~ 
nation of tho H.opresentativo, or H.eprcRcntativcs, an<l c;s"'tlssioh• 
Senators of such County, whoso duty it shall be, to hcar~

0
unfy enc 

proof, audit an<l approve, or reject, all Claims cmbrnce<l · 
in the proYisions of this Act; but all Claims, whether 
approved or -rejected by said County Commissioners, 
shall be lllc<l with said General Claim Commissioner, nt 
Nashville, whoso duty'it shall bo to keep a correct Re-
cord thereof, as follows : 

First. All Claims for property (except slaves,) taken, Government 
used, destroyed, occupied or injuro<l, by tho United Stutes Account. 
forces in this Sta.to; and these shall bo designated ns 
Claims on " Government Account.'' 

Second. All Claims for propoNy ( except sin vcs,) tnkon, Reho! Ao
used, dcRtroycd, occupied or injured, by tho Hobel forces oount. 
in this State; and these shall I.Jo known as Claims on 
"Rebel Account.11 

Tliird. All Claims of persons for services rendr.red tho 
United States_ Government, whethe1· in tho Qunrtor•wn 

8
, \ • 

master's, Commissary, Engineering or 11Iodical Depnrt- 0011!~. ' 0 

men ts. This class of• Claims shall bo designated as 
"Wages' Accoun t; 11 and tho wages due shall be com-
puted, in accordance with the rate stipulated by the Gov-
ernment at the time such service was rendered; and if 
no rate was stipulated at the time such service was ren-
dered, then the time and the service being proven, the 
amount of wages shall be left blank; to I.Jo dotcrminc<l 
by the General Government.· 

SEC, 4.· Be it furtlwr enacted, 'rhat. each·· of the said 
County Claim Commissioners shall receive, ns com pen• Compensn
sation for his services, the sum of three dollare per <lay, lion. 
for each day's actual _service; and their several accounts 
for service, shall be·. made under oath, that tho service 
has been actually rendered; which accounts, when ap-
proved by the Governor, shall be presented to tho 
Oomptroller, who shall issue his Warrant for their pay-
ment. 

SEC, 5. Be it furtl1er 'enacted, That the necessary office 
expenses of tho County Claim Commissioners, shall also Office Ex
ho defrayed by the Sta to, whon such expense accounts ponsos. 
are pre8cnted in the manner prescribed in the precedi_ng 
section of this .A.ct,,for · the payment of the accounts of 
the Commissioners, for their services. 

SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, That, immediately after 
their appointment, and before entering upon the duty of To take oath 
their oflice, tho General Claim Commissioner and the · 
County Claim Commissioners, shall take the onth pre-
scribed in the Franchise Lawi and to discharge honestly 
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nnd faithfully the duties of their office, without favor or 
affection; which oath shall bo filod in tho office of the 
Secretary of State; and tho Oounty Olaim Commission• 
ers, for each Oounty, shall select one of their number, 
who shall act as Ohairman, nnd whose certificate shall 
appear upon all Olaims that aro audited and approved, 
01; rcjectedL and said certificate shall ho attested by the 
other two \.Jommissioners. · 
· SEO. 7. Be it further enacted, 'l'hat no Olaim shall be 

Clnima, how examined, audited and approved, or rejected, by any one 
approved. member of tho County Claim Oommission, alone; and 

said Oommissioners shall not audit any Olaim whatever, 
unless the applicant shall first have taken the oath as 
prescribed in the Fi·anchise Law, and prove, by two or 
more disinterested persons, under oath, that said appli
cant was an unconditional Union man, or woman, during 
the Rebellion; and that said applicant did not, in any 
manner, give voluntary aid, comfort, countenance or en~ 
couragement, to the enemies of the Government of the 
United States, and, was, during the entire Rebellion, 
and is now, 101.al to said Government. 

SEO. 8. Be it further enaded, 'l'hat. no testimony shall 
•restimony. be· received by the said County Commissioners, in sup

port of any Claim presented; except the' testimony of 
those whom the Commissioners have good reason to be
lieve to be loyal citizens. 

SEO. 9. Be it further enct.ded, 'l'hat tho County Clnim 
lllnnka, Commissioners shall be furnished by tho Gonernl Claim 
forms, oto, Commissioner, with the proper blanks, or forms, for 

making out the Claims for applicants; and all Claims 
embraced in the provisions of this Act, shall be filed 
with the County Commissioners, on or before the first 
day of June, 1868; and all Claims approved, or rejected, 
by the County Olaim Commissioners, shall forthwith be 
transmitted to the office of the General Claim Commis
sioner, to be proverly entered in the books of his of-

Uy whom flee; and all Claims approved for payment, by the County 
countorsign'd Commissioners, shall l.>e countersigned by the General 

Claim • Oon11nissioner, and the Governor of this State, 
before being presented to the General Government, and 
an appropriation asked therefor, on. behalf of the State 
of 'l'ennessee, 

SEO. 10. Be it further enacted, That any Commissioner 
Felony by who shall, knowingly or willingly, audit the Claim of 
Commission• any disloyal. citizen, or who shall, knowingly or willingly, 
era. violate any of the provisions of this Act, shall be deemed 

guilty of felony; and upon' conviction thereof, in any 
competent Court, shall be imprisoned in the State Peni• 
tentiary for a period of not less than throe, nor more 
than ton years. 
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SEO. 11. Be it further enacted, Tbnt nny person guilty· 
of presenting o. Clnim before the ,said County Comm is• F Ion b 
sioners, and taking said oath falsely; or 'any witnessother~eJons 
swearing falsely to aid a disloyal person in procuring 
the payment of said Claim; or any person prosecuting or 
aiding in prosecuting n Claim fo1· such disloyal person, 
under this Act, shall be deemed guilty of a folonYi and 
upon conviction thereof, shall qndorgo confinement m tho 
Penitentiary of the State for a. period of not less. than 
three, nor more than ten years. · 

SEo: 12. ·Be it further enacted, That the Governor of 
the State be authorized nod empowered to procure, forth• Cla~f8 nt" 
with, if possible,· from the General Government, n return ;';nsiJ:i;ton. 
to the General Claim Commissioner, nt Nash ville, of all 
the Claims now on file iu the Department at \Vashing• 
ton, from ci ti,zons ol' 'l'onncsseo, (ombracod within 'tho 
provisions of this Act,) which have not thus for boon au-
dited and allowed, or approved for payment; and upon 
returu of said Claims, bf tho Gonoral Governmout, to 
the General Claim Oomnnssionor, ns aforesaid, they shall 
forthwith be transmitted to tho County Claim Commis-
sioners of the respective County in which said Claimant 
or Claimants reside; to bo by said Commissioners, audit-
ed and approved, or rejected. · 

SEd. 13. 'Be it further enacted, That all Claims so re·neJootod 
turned, either with or without a Power of Attorney o.t- Claims. 
tached, shall, upon being rejected by the County Claim 
Commissioners, be filed, o.nd recorded upon the books of 
the General Claim Commissioner, at Nashville; and said 
Commissioner shall notify said Claimant, through hh, 
Attoruey, or otherwise, that so.id Claim is rejected by 
the State of 1'onnessce, and that no pnyment thereof 
will be mado. · 

SEO, 14. Be it furthe:r enacted, That the power 1s here-
by granted to. said County Commissioners . to • reverse ra:r :evcrse 
any decision made by them, either of approval or roje~ eomons. 
tion,.of any .Claim, when, upon additional proof made, it 
shall appear to Sllid County Commissioners that said de-
cision was not in fulfillment of tho oaths taken by them, 
as prescribed in this .Act. 

SEO. 15. Be it further enacted, '£hat said Commission-
ers shall have r.ower to sond for any w!tneSB, who may Power~ ~f 
have. been exnmmod, and compel so.id witness to attend Oom1D.1ss1on• 
for re-examination; and they shall have the power to cl'B. 
send for o.ny witnesses whoso testimony they may doom 
necessary to arrive at all the facts in the case; and they 
shall have all tho powers ofa Court of Record, in simi• 
lar cases; and it shall bo their duly, upon sufficient cause 
appearing to them, to re-hear any case they may have 
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decided; and upon additional proof, reverse their former 
decision. 

SEC. 16. Be it further enacted, That the Governor of 
Governor to of 'l'ennessee shall, upon tho auditing and approval of 
present to the Claims embraced in, tho provisions of this Act, 
General Gov- forthwith present the same, properly classified, to tho 
ernment. General Government, through our Represent11tives and 

Senators in Oongre~s,·and ask that an appropriation be 
made, without delay, to the State of Tennessee, to en• 
able the Stato to liquidate the same. 

SEC. 17. Be it furthei· enacted, 'l'hat, should an appro· 
A ro ria- ~riation be made by tho General Governmeut to the 
ui! bj Gen- State of Tennessee. for the payment of any class or 
era! Govern- classes of Claims, enumerated in tho provisions of this 
ment. Act, then, and in that case, the Comptroller of the State 

shall issue his Warrant upon the Treasurer, in favor of 
said Claimant, or his Attorney, for the amount due said 
Claimant; and that the expenses incurred by the pro• 
visions of this Act, be paid out of any moneys in tile 
'rreasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

SEC. 18. Be it fitrther enacted, That it shall be tho 
duty of tho County Commissioners to keep, in a well

C~u~ty Co,m- bound book, the name of the Claimant, the number and 
miaawncrs ] f l · 01 • d I f ti · Book. c ass o 11s aim, an t 10 name. o 10 witnesses on 

said Claim; and tho said bookshall be furnished to the 
County Oommis8ioners by the General Claim Commis
sioner; and said book is to be deposited in the County 
Court Clerk's. office, for future reference. 

SEC. 19. Be it further enacted, That loyal citizens ,of 
Non-residents 'fennessee, who have removed from the State, who sus

taind losses by tho Rebellion, either in property, (except 
slaves,) or damages, shall, be entitled to the benefits of 
this Act, by complying with Lhe requirements of this 
Act; Prov.ided; 'rhat nothing in this Act shall be so 
construed as to entitle Sutlers. and Speculators of .tho 
armies, to any pay for any losses they may have sustained 
in theu· line of business. 

SEC. 20. Be it furthe1· enacted, 'l'hat said County Claim. 
Commissioners shall, immediately after qualifying for 

C~u~ty Com.- the duties of their office, make known, by written or 
m1ss10ners ,o . d • bl· l · I give notice. prrnte notices, at one. or .more pu 1c paces m eo.c 1 

Civil District of their respective Counties, giving the 
day on which said Commissioners will be found at tho 
County site, or other place designatE>d, of their county, 
for tho purposes expressed in this Act. 

SEc. 21. Be it further enacted, 'l'ho.t this Act sho.11 take 
effect from and after its pass!$e. 

1!', S. RICHARDS, 
Speaker of tltd Iiouu of Rcpresl'tltative,. 

D. vV. Q. S.EN'l'l<JR, 
Passed February 19, 1868. Speaker of the Senate. 
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