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SCOPE AND CONTENT

Mary Daniel Moore joined the staff of the Tennessee State Library and Archives in
1919, six months after her husband, John Trotwood Moore, was appointed State
Librarian and Archivist. She literally served as her husband’s right hand; for he had
suffered an accident which had left his arm paralyzed. In 1923 Mr. Moore described the
circumstances of his wife’s appointment and her qualifications for the position in a letter
to the administration (1-1). Shortly after Mr. Moore’s death, on May 10, 1929, Mrs.
Moore was appointed his successor--not without some controversy. She remained in the
office of State Librarian and Archivist until forced by state regulations on age to retire in
1949. In recognition of her years of service and her value to TSLA, Mrs. Moore was
appointed Librarian and Archivist Emeritus and served in that capacity until her death in
1957.

The first portion of the Administration Series includes the hundreds of letters written
in behalf of Mrs. Moore to secure her office. With each change of administration Mrs.
Moore was forced to solicit similar letters of endorsement to keep her position. The
letters of 1932 and 1933 are particularly interesting, revealing the effects of a political
“dirty trick”. Note the letters cease after 1940. The Series includes seven volumes of
ledgers listing the TSL&A’s expenses and salaries. The rest of the series indicates the
TSL&A’s organization and outlines most of Mrs. Moore’s functions. In addition to the
Library and Archives, she was responsible for the Land Office, Supreme Court Law
Library (until 1939), the State Museum, the work relief programs under the TERA and
WPA. She also served as “house detective”, tracking down and trying to retrieve
volumes stolen from the Library (1-12, 13). A more involved “case” concerned the
Williams Collection at Emory (Series #6).

The Departmental Correspondence Series (See P.E. Cox) hints at the Archives’
chronic problems: a lack of conservation procedures and inadequate space. More of the
archival affairs are outlined in Series #14. At first P.E. Cox was responsible for the
Archives. After Cox’s death, a Mr. N.W. True, assistant archivist, destroyed many
materials before Mrs. Moore was able to stop him. (See 57-22 and 42-2). When the
Archives was moved to new quarters in the War Memorial Building in 1927, Mr. Robert
Quarles, Jr., then a clerk, had cataloged the documents for the first time (Inventory in
Series #14). The Tennessee Historical Society ceased functioning in the 1930’s, and its
collection was placed under the TSL&A’s care. It was nearly destroyed by members of
the WPA’s Writers Project, the staff of which removed the documents from their filing
cabinets. Mr. Quarles--then working under the WPA program for the TSL&A’s project--
reassembled the entire collection. His work is detailed in Mrs. Moore’s departmental
correspondence to the Commissioner of Education and her annual reports to the SAA.

Mrs. Moore was also curator, historian and publicist of the TSL&A. A large portion
of the General Correspondence deals with gifts secured for the Library and Archives by
Mrs. Moore. As a member of the DAR and other historical and social organizations,
Mrs. Moore sought to enhance the reputation of the TSL&A. In fact, the influence of her
DAR connections is apparent in files 1-9, 10 and Series #9, 10 and 12. Her



representation of the TSL&A within various professional associations, such as the SAA
and ALA, is documented in the General Correspondence files. Correspondence with
other state depositories is found under the states’ names in the same series, while
correspondence with other Tennessee libraries can be found in both Series #3 and #8.
Mrs. Moore’s function as the TSL&A historian and publicist is evident in the Research
Notes and Drafts of Series #13. Included are the biographical sketches of State
Librarians in office prior to 1919. She used these sketches in an article on the history of
the State Library and Archives published in the Tennessee Historical Quarterly. (A draft
of the article and some of her notes are included in the papers of Dr. Dan Robison in
Record Group 34.) Mrs. Moore’s membership in the local garden club led her to research
the history of gardens in Tennessee for “little talks” she was asked to give to clubs all
over Middle Tennessee resulted in her collaboration on the 1935 book History of Homes
and Gardens in Tennessee. Later the Tennessee Historical Commission published her
valuable Commissions in the Tennessee Militia. She personally transcribed (on her own
time) the House Journals of 1797 and 1798, and made sure the General Assembly and
members of the Executive Branch recognized this and other services provided by the
TSL&A.

On the whole, Mrs. Moore seems to have followed the administrative policies and
precedents established by her husband. A competent genealogist, but not an historian,
aware of the library’s high visibility, and painfully short of staff, Mrs. Moore
concentrated most of her efforts on the library proper. Her husband having assembled so
many military records and pension applications of Tennessee’s veterans of every war
since 1812, Mrs. Moore continued to personally research and answer all mail inquiries
regarding these records. (Requests concerning 1812 veterans are included in Series #3,
and Series #5 consists entirely of inquiries on Confederate Soldiers.) She made relatively
few innovations in her administration beyond the copying of county records under the
WPA. However, considering the constraints of staffing and budget, particularly during
the Depression and World War 11, she did demonstrate ingenuity in managing to maintain
her husband’s programs.

When Mrs. Moore retired from full-time status in 1949, her knowledge of the
collection in the Library became invaluable. She was, no doubt, responsible for Mr.
Quarles’ promotion to Archivist under the Robison administration. Mrs. Moore’s
contributions to the Library and Archives as Emeritus are illustrated in the
correspondence at the end of Series #3 and in Record Group 34, State Librarian and
Archivist, 1949-1964.

The extensive register and the subject index point out the most important incidents of
Mrs. Moore’s administration.

Box 59 and 60 was added in October 2019.
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18 U.S. Government, Library of Congress, Reading Rooms
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21 U.S. Government, Navy
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Ward-Washington

Watkins-Wells

Welsh-West Virginia

Western-Wisconsin
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1936-1941
1940-1941
1942-1945
1930-1946
1929-1946
1935

1929-1949
1932-1941
1936-1937
1933-1935
1946

1944

1943

1929-1940
1929-1947
1938-1939

1931

1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1932-1933
1929-1949
1929-1949

1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949



Box 42

1 Whaler-White

2 Whitefort-Wilkes

3 Williams, A-Williams, R.H.
4 Williams, Judge Samuel C.
5 Williams, Samuel W.-Wilson
6 Wimberly-Women’s

7 Wood-Wooten

Box 43

1 Works Progress Administration
2 Works Progress Administration-Tennessee
3 World-Wright

4 Wrinkle-Wyoming

5 Yale-Yorktown

6 Young-Yuba

7 Z

8 A

9 B

Box 44

1 C

2 D

3 E-F

4 G

5 H

6 I-J

7 K-L

8 M

9 N-O

Box 45

1 P-Q

2 R

3 S

4 T

5 u-v

6 w

7 X-Z

8 Allison Family

9 Hatton Family

10 Jackson, Andrew, Family of

1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949

1936-1939
1936-1937
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1949-1954
1949-1956

1949-1955
1949-1953
1949-1952
1949-1953
1949-1954
1949-1953
1949-1953
1949-1953
1949-1953

1949-1954
1949-1955
1949-1954
1949-1954
1949-1954
1949-1954
1949-1954
1923-1956
1956

1923-1934
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Lampkin Family
McClean Family
Moore Family

May 1929-August 1929
September 1929-October 1929
November 1929-December 1929

January 1930
February 1930
March 1930
April 1930
May 1930

June 1930

July 1930
August 1930
September 1930
October 1930
November 1930
December 1930
January 1931
February 1931
March 1931
April 1931
May 1931

June 1931-July 1931

Ba-Bi
BI-By
Ca-Cl
Co-Cu

No Date
1926-1945
1952

1929
1929
1929
1930
1930
1930
1930
1930
1930
1930
1930
1930
1930
1930
1930
1931
1931
1931
1931
1931
1931

1935-1948
1935-1950
1935-1950
1933-1950
1933-1950
1936-1950
1933-1949

1922-1949
1935-1948
1933-1949
1933-1949
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Sa-Sh
Si-Sw

T
u-v

Wa-Wi

Wh-Wy

Y-Z

Tennessean
Tennessean
Tennessean (clipping)
Tennessean

John C. Brown Autograph Album

Fort Negley

Herbert Domain Papers

Hickman Relics

Merrill Moore

Nashville National Cemetery

Nathan Bedford Forrest Memorial Park Commission
Bromfield Nichol Citation

Gov. Austin Peay Correspondence

Sam Houston Movie

Stones River

Commissions in the Tennessee Militia
Williams Collection at Emory
Archaeologist-Congress of Parents
(Tennessee) Division of the U.D.C.
Federation of Music Clubs-Historical Society
Library Association

1933-1949
1931-1950
1935-1950

1933-1950
1933-1949
1933-1948
1934-1949
1934-1949
1934-1949
1934-1949
1934-1949

1931-1949
1939-1949
1933-1949
1933-1949
1933-1949
1929-1930
1931
1932
1933

1932
1936
1938-1942
1930
1943-1953
1949
1938-1944
1943
1933-1949
1938
1931-1944
1941-1952
1948-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1932-1949
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19
20
21

Box 52
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Military Institute-Society for Crippled Children
Society of the D.AR.

Society of the U.S.D. of 1812

State Industries-Teachers’ Association

Tennessee Valley Authority
Vocational Schools for Girls-Young Democrat
A-B

C-E

F-H

J-M

O-S

T

U

w

Bean Station

Bedford County

Benton County

Blount County

Carroll County

Carter County

Davidson County
Giles County
Hamblen County
Hamilton County
Lincoln County
Loudon County
McMinn County
Maury County
Meigs County
Monroe County
Polk County
Rutherford County
Sumner County
Warren County
Washington County
Michaels Arts Bronze Company

Preservation and Marking of Historic Buildings and Spots
Records in Blount County, Revolutionary War Soldiers
Highway Markers, Tennessee Historical Commission

1929-1949
1933-1946
1934-1948
1944-1949

1933-1944
1934-1947
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1949
1929-1931
1931

1929-1931
1930

1930

1931

1929-1932
1932

1931

1931

1931

1933
1929-1930
1930

1931
1930-1931
1930-1933
1930

1931
1929-1931
1929-1930
1930-1931
No Date
No Date
No Date



20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
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Blount County Map

Madison County D.A.R. National Numbers
Sumner County Revolutionary Soldiers’ Graves
Washington Pension Office, Transcribed Notes
Revolutionary Soldiers’ Graves in Tennessee
Pension Roll of Revolutionary Soldiers, Carroll County
List of Revolutionary War Pensioners in Tennessee
Graves in Tennessee Marked by D.A.R.

1921

1930

1931

1937

1938

1939

1941

1942

1943

1944

1945

1946

1947

1948

1949

1950

1952

1953

1954

1955

No Date

Tennessee Emergency Relief Administration Project
Works Progress Administration

Capitol Building, Minutes of Building Commission
Capitol Building, Notes on Construction Details

Carroll County History Notes

Carroll County Pecan Tree, Natchez Trace

Centennial Club Book Review Section Notes

Cherokee Centennial Celebration

Haskell, Paralee Porter, State Librarian, 1871-1879
Hatton, Mrs. S.K., State Librarian, 1881-1887

Historic Churches and Schools in Nashville

History of Home and Gardens in Tennessee, Garden Clubs

1939
1940
1940
No Date
1950
No Date
No Date
No Date
1921
1930
1931
1937
1938
1939
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1952
1953
1954
1955
No Date
1933-1935
1935-1938

No Date
No Date
1936-1937
1936

No Date
1939

1945

1932

1940
1933-1949



11 History of Homes and Gardens in Tennessee, Research Notes

12 History of Homes and Gardens in Tennessee, Publication
Correspondence

13 Homes in Tennessee

14 Heiskel, Irene Ingram, State Librarian

15 Jones, Pauline, State Librarian, 1897-1899

16 Library Legislation in Tennessee, Draft of Article

17 Lowe, Susan P., State Library, 1887-1891

18 Marion County Early History

19 Maryville, History of

20 Maury County, Reminiscences of

21 Memorial Stamp, Tennessee Sesquicentennial

22 Murfreesboro, Old Schools of

23 Panther Springs, Morristown, Tennessee

24 Portraits Painted and Repaired

25 Press Releases: “What Do You Know About Tennessee?”’

26 Purple Heart: Its History

Box 55

1 Quarles, Robert Thomas, Sketch

2 Research Notes: “My Opinion”

3 Research Notes: The Hermitage

4 Research Notes: Women in Tennessee History

5) Research Notes: Mother’s Day

6 Research Notes: Flag Day

7 Research Notes: BPW in Nashville

8 Research Notes: Nashville Note Book

9 Research Notes: Women of the Confederacy

10 Research Notes: William Byrd of Westover

11 Research Notes: Confederate Materials in TSL

12 Research Notes: Historic Places Marked by D.A.R.

13 Research Notes: Hidden Sources for Writers

14 Research Notes: Talk at Cookeville

15 Research Notes: Talk at Watkins Institute

16 Research Notes: The Battle of New Orleans

17 Richardson, Judge John E.: Early Roads

18 Roddye Genealogy: Notes, Part 1

19 Roddye Genealogy: Notes, Part 2

20 Roddye Genealogy: Notes, Part 3

21 Roddye Genealogy: Documents, Copies, and Originals
22 Roddye Genealogy: Correspondence A-R

1933-1934

1935-1936
No Date
1936

1935

1944

1939

No Date
No Date
1937

1943

1941

No Date
1932-1937
1949

1942

No Date
1936

No Date
No Date
1948

1941

1939

No Date
No Date
No Date
1940

No Date
No Date
No Date
1941
1938-1943
1932

No Date
No Date
No Date
1794-1877
1920-1954
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Roddye Genealogy: Correspondence S-Z
Roddye Genealogy: Compiled Notes, Typed
Roddye Genealogy: Published Articles

Ruskin Cooperative Association

Supreme Court Justices, Notes on Sketches of
Tennessee Code References

Tennessee Imprints Through 1876, List of
Tennessee Newspapers in the Library of Congress
Tennessee Sesquicentennial Speeches

Tennessee State Library and Its Functions
Tennessee State Library’s History, Notes

West Tennessee, Old Homes

Williams, Samuel C., Articles by

Woman of the Week, Mrs. John Trotwood Moore

Archives: Gas Tax Investigation

Ballinger Bond Correspondence

Beerworth World War | Exhibit

Craig, David, Correspondence re:

Dannel, S.P., Research for

Dew, John H., Family of

Field Notes of Surveyors, Memo

Henderson Founders’ Celebration, Clippings
Henderson Founders’ Celebration, Correspondence
Howell, B.F., Correspondence re:

[linois Soldiers’ Marker, Memphis

Long Distance Calls, Correspondence
Moorehead, Dr. Warren

Old Field Historic Marker, Nashville

Polk Relics, Custody of

Rebinding Books

Rebinding Books

Smithsonian Bill

Steel Shelving, Blueprints

Steel Shelving, Correspondence

Tennessee Commission to Europe, 1860-1861
True, N.W., Assistant Archivist

1920-1954
No Date
1922, 1935

1937
No Date
1954 (?)
No Date
1936
1946
No Date
1936
1937
1944-1945
1949

1936-1937
1931-1932
1929-1930
1929-1930
1932
1932
1936
1929
1929-1930
1929-1930
1929-1930
1927-1930
1931-1932
1929
1932
1931
1933
1931-1932
1926
1927-1931
1932
1933-1934



Box 58
Box Number 58 contains a collection of artifacts collected by Mrs. Mary Daniel Moore,
during her tenure as State Librarian. These artifacts include several United Confederate
Veteran’s Reunion ribbons and medals; artifacts collected by the Tennessee Historical
Society and given to the State Library, including a badge presented to John Bass during
the Nashville Centennial of 1880; a Civil War soldier’s pencil; a hair necklace and locket;
a piece from a memorial tablet honoring Bishop McKendree.

These items are original, one-of-a-kind pieces of history.

access be allowed to this box without permission of the Assistant State Archivist, and
under supervision of a member of the Manuscript staff, Tennessee State Library and
Archives.

This box is located in the TSLA Vault, VII-B-2v (07/25/01).

Box 59
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. Branson, Lloyd, correspondence, 1921-1949

. Browning, Mrs. Gordon, portrait of Gov. Browning, correspondence, 1940

. Correspondence, 1923-1955

. Correspondence, 1925-1955

. Correspondence, 1936

. Correspondence, 1953; National Association of State Libraries proceedings and

papers, 1939-1940 & 1943-1946; notes on magazines, 1953

. Driver, Capt. William, relics, correspondence, 1937-1941
. Forrest, Gen. N. B., cannon placement, confirmation statement by Ben Johnson, 1937
. Genealogy and Dropped Stitches, correspondence, 1924-1955

10. Genealogy research lists, undated
11. Hull, Cordell, office chairs, correspondence & shipping documents, 1945

Box 60

. Moore, Mary Daniel, personal papers, 1942
. Moore, Mary Daniel, reports, undated; Journal of Aberdeen University Medical

Faculty, 1957

. Museum objects & records, correspondence, 1929-1955

. Polk, President James K., artifacts & placement of them, correspondence, 1932-1933
. Roseboro, Viola, counterpane history & donation, correspondence, 1944

. Roulston, Col. James, miniature, receipt, 1945

. State libraries, archivists, law libraries, and Historical Society officials,

correspondence, 1934-1953

. US House of Representatives historic desk, newspaper article transcript, 1919
. WWI artillery placement, correspondence, 1933

10. WWI relics list of artifacts in the state museum, undated
11. WWI soldiers photographs, obtaining information, 1935
12. Confederate Flag, Jno. P. Hickman, undated

It is not recommended that
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